PART vi: 1776
hastened from the country to console a distressed mother,
who he understood was very anxious for his return. They
had, I found, without ceremony, proceeded on their in-
tended journey. I was glad to understand from him that it
was still resolved that his tour to Italy with Mr and Mrs
Thrale should take place, of which he had entertained some
doubt, on account of the loss which they had suffered; and
his doubts afterwards proved to be well-founded.
On Wednesday, April 3, in the morning I found him very
busy putting his books in order, and as they were generally
very old ones, clouds of dust were flying around him. He had
on a pair of large gloves, such as hedgers use. His present ap-
pearance put me in mind of niy uncle, Dr [John] BoswelPs
description of him, *A robust genius, born to grapple with
whole libraries.'
He had been in company with Omai, a native of one of the
South Sea Islands, after he had been some time in this
country. He was struck with the elegance of his behaviour,
and accounted for it thus: 'Sir, he had passed his time, while
in England, only in the best company; so that all that he had
acquired of our manners was genteel. As a proof of this, Sir,
Lord Mulgrave and he dined one day at Streatham; they
sat with their backs to the light fronting me, so that I could
not see distinctly; and there was so little of the savage in
Omai, that I was afraid to speak to either, lest I should mis-
take one for the other,'
We agreed to dine to-day at the Mitre-tavern, I brought
with me Mr [Alexander] Murray, Solicitor-General of Scot-
land.
Mr Murray praised the ancient philosophers for the can-
dour and good humour with which those of'different sects
disputed with each other. JOHNSON. 'Sir, they disputed with
good humour, because they were not in earnest as to religion.
They disputed with good humour upon their fanciful
theories, because they were not interested in the truth of
them: when a man has nothing to lose, he may be in good
humour with his opponent. Being angry with one who con-
troverts an opinion which you value, is a necessary conse-
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